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SUBJECT: CEAUSESCU TRAVELS: VISIT TO IRAN (NOV 27-DEC 1): PREVIEW 
REF: A. KUWAIT 4947, B. KUWAIT 4941 

1. SUMMARY. CEAUSESCU WILL TRAVEL TO IRAN NOVEMBER 27-DECEMBER 1, 
BUT TRIP LOSES LUSTER WITH POSTPONEMENT OF KUWAIT 

PORTION AS WELL AS OF RUMORED VISIT TO THE GULP STATES (NEITHER OP 
WHICH WERE EVER OPPICIALLY ANNOUNCED HERE). WHEREAS SUBJECT OP 
CREDITS AND INVESTMENTS PLUS POSSIBILITIES FOR FURTHER DIPLOMATIC 
IN-ROADS INTO THE ARABIAN PENINSULA WOULD HAVE FIGURED PROMINENTLY 
IN ANY KUWAIT OR GULF STOP, ACCENT IN TEHRAN IS LIKELY TO BE 
ON EXPANDING WELL-ESTABLISHED ECONOMIC TIES IN ACCORD WITH THE 
ECONOMIC PROTOCOL SIGNED THIS PAST AUGUST. END SUMMARY. 
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2. AS DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WHICH SHARE A COMMON SUSPICION OP 
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THEIR GREAT NEIGHBOR TO THE NORTH, IRANIAN-ROMANIAN RELATIONS 
HAVE GENERALLY BEEN QUITE GOOD. THIS WILL BE CEAUSESCU'S THIRD 
VISIT TO IRAN (THE OTHERS IN 1969 AND 1973) WHILE THE SHAH HAS 
TWICE BEEN TO BUCHAREST (1970 AND 1973). THIS VISIT, WHICH FOLLOWS 
THE LATEST SESSION OF THE JOINT ECONOMIC COMMISSION, WILL LIKELY 
CONCENTRATE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ECONOMIC PROTOCOL, 

SIGNED HERE THIS AUGUST DURING THE VISIT OF IRANIAN PRIME MINISTER 
HOVEYDA, WHICH ESTABLISHED A ONE-BILLION DOLLAR TRADE GOAL BY 
1980. CEAUSESCU WILL BE HOPING TO INCREASE AMOUNT OF IRANIAN 
PETROLEUM IMPORTED, PERHAPS IN RETURN FOR ADDITIONAL 
AGRICULTURAL EXPORT COMMITTMENTS. WE ALSO NOTE THE PRESENCE IN 
TEHRAN FOR THE JOINT ECONOMIC COMMISSION OF NOT ONLY DEP PRIME MIN 
PATAN BUT ALSO PRESIDENTIAL COUNSELOR NICOLAE DOICARU, 

FIRST DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR (SECURITATE) WHO SEEMS TO HAVE 
HAD SPECIAL ROLE IN GOR'S IRANIAN AND MIDDLE EASTERN 
ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY. VISIBLE SUPPORT FOR GOR'S ATTEMPT TO GAIN 
NON-ALIGNED CAMP OBSERVERSHIP WILL BE SOUGHT. 

3. EMBASSY KUWAIT'S SPECULATION ON REASONS FOR POSTPONEMENT OF 
CEAUSESCU VISIT THERE (REF A) SOUND PLAUSIBLE TO US. IF NOT 
REVERSED, REFUSAL OF KUWAIT PARLIAMENT TO RATIFY ROMANIAN TRADE 
AGREEMENT BECAUSE OF GOR'S ISRAELI TIES (WHICH WOULD SEEM TO BE 
AN EVEN MORE RADICAL POSITION THAN THAT TAKEN BY THE 

SYRIANS, LIB IANS OR IRAQUIS) WOULD BE ONE OF MOST VISIBLE GOR 
STUMBLES ON MIDDLE EAST TIGHTROPE SINCE 1973, AND - ALONG WITH 
RUMORED "TECHNICAL PROBLEMS" ROMANIAN AIRLINE TAROM OSTENSIBLY 
HAD ENCOUNTED IN LIBYA AND ALGERIA - NO DOUBT REFLECT ARAB IRE 
OVER GOR'S REFUSAL TO VOTE FOR UNGA ANTI-ZIONIST RESOLUTION. 

REBUFF ALSO MAY DIM GOR'S PROSPECTS FOR ADDITIONAL KUWAITI 

LOANS AND MIGHT UNDERMINE ONE-BILLION DOLLAR ROMANIAN PETROCHEMICAL 

PROJECT (REF B). WE UNDERSTAND THAT DURING RECENT VISIT OF 

PAKISTANI PRIME MINISTER HERE, THERE WAS TALK OF ARAB MONEY, AND 

SPECIFICALLY KUWAIT, UNDERWRITING SOME NEW JOINT ROMANIAN-PAKISTANI 

ECONOMIC PROJECTS. 

4. FAILURE OF CEAUSESCU TRIP TO GULF STATES TO MATERIALIZE 

MUST BE PLITICAL DISAPPOINTMENT SINCE, FOLLOWING DEATH OF FAISAL, 
ROMANIAN EFFORTS TO PENETRATE THE ARABIAN PENINSULA DIPLOMATICALLY 
HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO PICK UP. SO FAR AT LEAST, ESTABLISHMENT OF 
RELATIONS WITH OMAN IN APRIL 1974 HAS BEEN A BREAK-THROUGH WITHOUT 
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MUCH EVIDENT FOLLOW-UP, ALTHOUGH ROMANIANS NOW CLAIM TO BE "CLOSE 
TO" OPENING RELATIONS WITH SAUDIS WHICH, IF TRUE, WOULD BE KEY 
TO REST OF GULF. WITH EASY WESTERN CREDITS SOURCES BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO LOCATE, WEALTHY ARAB GULF STATES BECOME AN 
ATTRACTIVE HUNTING GROUND FOR MUCH NEEDED NEW FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 

5. SOVEMBOFF ASSERTS CEAUSESCU MAY MAKE STOPOVER IN ANKARA. 

TURKISH AMBASSADOR CLAIMS TO BE UNINFORMED OF THIS BUT TOLD 
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CHARGE ANKARA HAD KEPT HIM IN DARK ABOUT EARLIER VISIT OE EONMIN 
MACOVESCU TO TURKEY; HE GAVE CHARGE LENGTHY MONOLOGUE ON WHY 
CEAUSESCU MIGHT FIND VISIT TO TURKEY TIMELY INCLUDING CHANCE TO 
REVERSE TENTATIVE "VERBAL NO" ON BALKAN CONFERENCE WHICH HE 
ALLEGED ANKARA HAS SO FAR GIVEN ATHENS. 

6. WE UNDERSTAND MEA HAS BEEN EYEING SRI LANKA-INDONESIA-AUSTRALIA- 
NEW ZEALAND AS NEXT MAJOR JUNKET EOR CEAUSESCU, NOT EARLIER 
THAN FIRST QUARTER 1976. 

VIETS 
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